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Welcome
Guests!

Please see page two 
for important information 
about today’s service and 
how to get the most out of 
your visit with us.

Volume 10 Number 31

Welcome to Federated Family 
Christmas 2008

How many Christmases 
have you celebrated? Recently 
I refl ected on that and realized 
that I have celebrated forty-
seven, making this Christmas 
the forty-eighth. After celebrat-
ing that many Christmases, one 
might wonder how to make the 
upcoming one special. If the 

primary focus is on gifts, trees, food, gather-
ings and pageants, it might be tough. There are 
only so many ways to decorate a tree, only so 
many affordable special gifts to buy, and, over 
my own forty-seven Christmas celebrations, 
I’ve discovered that turkey tastes the same each 
year. If, on the other hand, our primary focus is 
on the gift God gave us in His Son Jesus, how 
could any Christmas celebration not be special?

The reality that God demonstrated His own 
love for us in the giving of His Son to deliver 
us from sin’s curse is truly what makes any 
Christmas celebration meaningful. This truth is 
what the shepherds celebrated that fi rst Christ-
mas night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them in the fi eld heralding this good news, 
“…I bring you good tidings of great joy…. 
For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 
2:10b,11- NKJV). Today, the ministry staff and 
the many volunteers of First Federated Church 
want to join with the angels in proclaiming the 
good news of Jesus birth. Although His birth 
was over 2,000 years ago, the blessing of it still 
excites hearts and changes lives.

This morning, we are excited to share with 
you Do You See What I See? Our desire is to 
help you experience a fresh view of Christmas 
through the eyes of those who saw it fi rst. We 
also desire that you see Jesus in a fresh new 
way and that you experience the grace and love 
that He gives. May God bless you and yours 
this Christmas season.

Merry Christmas
Pastor Mike Rose
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WELCOME TO FIRST FEDERATED CHURCH!
Have Questions?

If you have any questions, simply ask someone wearing a 
name tag with “Here to Help” on it or visit the Welcome Center 
in the foyer.

Guest Reception
If you are visiting with us for the fi rst time or have just 

recently started attending First Federated Church, we cordially 
invite you to a reception in the foyer immediately following the 
service. We would love to have the opportunity to meet you, get 
to know you better, and answer any questions you may have.

Fill Out the Care & Communication Card
If you have never completed a Care and Communication Card, 

please take a moment to do so. This allows us, as a church family, 
to better know your needs and how we can serve you. The Care 
and Communication Card is located inside this newspaper. Just fi ll 
out the card completely and leave at the end of your pew, give to an 
usher, or hand it in at the Guest Reception.

Thank you for taking the time to visit First Federated Church. 
If you are not presently a member of a Bible teaching church, we 
invite you to join our church family.

If You Have Children Visit the Children’s 
Ministry Registration Station

Trust your children to the care of our dedicated, loving 
Children’s Ministry staff. Our children’s programs provide qual-
ity care and learning for kids of all ages.

If your child has not already been enrolled in our Children’s 
Ministry, a quick visit to the Children’s Ministry Registration 
Station will provide you with temporary security tags and give us 
the information we need to effectively minister to your child.

Infants & Preschool Children
Childcare and teaching are available during the 9:15 hour and 10:45 worship services 
in the Nursery and Preschool Departments.
Kindergarten–4th Grade
During the 9:15 hour, K–4th graders meet in graded classroom groups for Bible 
learning and fun.
K–4th graders attend the � rst part of the 10:45 worship services with their families 
and then are dismissed to attend their own age-appropriate children’s church, called 
KZ Church. Parents, we encourage you to go with your children the � rst time they visit 
KZ Church in Room 240.

Xtreme AM (5th & 6th Grade)
Our preteens meet in their own Xtreme spot, Room 205, at 9:15 for a time of Xtreme 
learning, Xtreme prayer and Xtreme relationship-building, then join their families for 
the 10:45 worship services. 

Youth (Grade 7–12) & Adults 
Groups for ADULTS and activities for YOUTH begin at 9:15AM. Stop by 
the Welcome Center to � nd out about each of the groups and how to get there.

Cellular Phones & Pagers
Thank you for turning o�  or muting your cell phone, pager and other electronic 
devices during this morning’s worship service.
Assistive Listening Devices (Auditorium Only)
ALS devices are available for check-out at the Resource Center in the foyer.
AED (Automated External De� brillator)/First-aid

Facilities for guests needing � rst aid, health counseling, and blood 
pressure checks are provided by our Parish Nurses located in the 
west hallway in Room 1117, Sundays, 10:30AM–Noon.

Please contact an usher if you need immediate assistance.
Lost and Found
Lost items may be reported or claimed at the main o�  ce of the church during 
regular M-F o�  ce hours. Lost and found items are kept for 30 days. 
Safety
First Federated Church regards your safety as our highest priority. If you have any 
concerns, please inform one of our ushers or sta� . If a building emergency arises, 
directions will be provided over the public address system.
Recordings of Today’s Message
CD recordings of the morning message can be picked up immediately following the 
service at the Resource Center in the foyer for $3. 
You can also listen to the message for free at www.FirstFederated.org.
Prayer Team Up Front
If you would like to pray with someone today, please come to the front of the 
room following this morning’s service. Members of our church leadership stand 
ready to serve you.

Thank you for choosing to worship with us this morning!

Welcome 
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Children’s
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PARISH 
NURSE➤

Guest 
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2nd Floor
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The HUB (ages 18–24)
Sundays at 9:15AM—Meet in the HUB for 
breakfast, worship and fellowship with a great 
lesson thrown in for good measure!
Monday at 7:00PM—Bible studies. Girls meet at Friedrichs Co� ee, 4632 
86th, in Urbandale. 

ADULT GROUPS

Meet in the HUB for 
breakfast, worship and fellowship with a great 

Girls meet at Friedrichs Co� ee, 4632 
SINGLES AGES 18-24
HUB

SINGLES AGES 18-24
HUB

Sunday Mornings | 9:15–10:30AM

Adult Bible Fellowship (ABFs)
Once you’ve joined us in worship, our Adult Bible Fellowships are 

a great next step to connect with others and grow in your faith. We 
have a variety of opportunities available that include:

The HUB (ages 18-24) | Room 244
STUDY: Life applications from God’s Word
The Channel (ages 25–35) | Room 149
STUDY: Life applications from God’s Word 
Connections (born in the 1970s) | Room 220S
STUDY: Core Christian Beliefs
Homebuilders (born in the 1960s) | Room 1250–1251
STUDY: Passionately Committed Christian Character
Cornerstone (born in the 1950s) | Room 1240–1241
STUDY: Pillars of the Faith
Koinonia (all ages) | Room 1252–1253
STUDY: “One Another” series
Ezra (all ages) | Room 1118
STUDY: Verse by verse study of Titus
Galilean (born in the 1930s) | Room 1244–1247
STUDY: I John
Immanuel (born in the 1930s) | Room 1105
STUDY: Revelation
Friendly Fellowship (born in the 1920s) | Room 1254–1255
STUDY: One anothers
W.H.O. (born before the 1920s) | Room 1116
STUDY: The New Testament Community
Women (all ages) | Room 208
STUDY: Having a Mary Spirit or Beyond the Masquerade
Men (all ages) | Room 210
STUDY: Wise Men Still Seek Him
Worship Team | Room 1125
STUDY: Facing Your Giants
Prayer (all ages) | Room 100
Ecclesiastes | Room 1238–1239 | Biblically Measured
STUDY: Learn about life and faith from the 
wisest man who ever lived. 

Wednesdays | 6:30–8:00PM
Winter Break | December 24 & 31
Activities resume January 7

Men’s Basketball League
  No Games: December 23 or December 30

Deacon of the Month
Phil Olson, 255.2122 ext 139
Our Deacons stand ready to help with the physical needs of the 
members and attenders of this fellowship. Should you have a 
short-term, emergency need, do not hesitate to call the church 
o�  ce and leave a message for the “Deacon of the Month.” This 
ministry is made possible by your gifts to the Deacons’ Fund.

Deaconess of the Month
Cyndi Murphy | 277.2040
Our Deaconesses are available to the women of the church in 
areas of encouragement and spiritual support. If you need a 
listening ear and someone to pray with you, please call Cyndi.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Coming in January!!
Kingdom Club at Hillis

We’ll be back in session at Hillis Elementary beginning 
January 13. Kingdom Club at Hillis is an after school Bible club 
and will meet on Tuesday afternoons, 3:30-4:30. Activities in-
clude games, crafts, songs, snacks and a lesson from God’s Word. 
This is a great opportunity to have an impact on kids and fami-
lies here in our own neighborhood. It’s only one hour – but one 
very important hour!! Want to get involved? We need teachers 
and helpers, as well as volunteers to provide snacks and crafts. If 
you are interested, call Sherri Stuffl ebeem, 255.2122. This might 
be just the ministry opportunity YOU’VE been looking for!

Handbell Choir
We need a few ringers starting in mid-January. If 

anyone is interested call Bill Roland at 964.4102.

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
Regular Submission Deadline: Tuesdays by noon
December 28 Issue: Monday, December 22 by 5:00PM
January 4 Issue: Monday, December 29 by 5:00PM
We prefer that items be submitted electronically!
E-Mail: NEWSPAPER@FirstFederated.org
All submitted items are subject to submission guidelines and editorial review by 
the church sta� . FFC reserves the right to edit submissions for length.
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The contents of this page have been removed to protect the 
privacy of those in our congregation. 

Printed copies of this page can be obtained at the church.

Items found on this page include:
Pray for Those Who Grieve
Happy Birthday! 
(Birthdays are listed for Federated members & missionaries)

Pray for those with Physical Needs
(In the Hospital, Upcoming Surgery/Procedures, Partial List of the Ongoing Needs of Our Members & 
Regular Attenders)

Pray for Those Who Serve our Church

PRAY FOR 
ONE 

ANOTHER

Our Encouragement
“For to me, to live is 

Christ, and to die is gain.”
 Philippians 1:21
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Jerry & Patty Van Cleave
Mission Board: Polk County Jail Ministry

Location: Iowa

What do they do? Jerry is chaplain at the 
Polk County Jail in Des Moines. There 
are 1200+ inmates and 385 employees 
in the Polk County Sheriff’s offi ce. The 
ministry is confronted daily with the struggles and burdens 
of those who are incarcerated. Jerry oversees the ministry 
and volunteers, serves among deputy sheriffs and detention 
offi cers, seeks the support of churches, video tapes Sunday 
service messages.

Praises:
 • The move to the new jail went smoothly and they have a nice 

offi ce space to work from with a new computer.

 • There is a noticeable hunger for God and His Word from 
inmates as they entered the pods.

Prayer Requests:
 • Safety for deputies and detention offi cers in the jail.

 • The two annual Christmas nights when they provide pop, 
popcorn and sing carols.

 • The great need for a Hispanic man to do Bible studies with 
male inmates.

 • The transition for newly elected Sheriff McCarthy as he 
takes offi ce Jan. 1st.

 • The incredible logistics of scheduling with 1200 inmates and 
all the programs provided.

Grace, Widow of Gordon
Location: Closed Country

What does she do? Grace seeks to promote prayer for their coun-
try by organizing, orienting and facilitating prayer teams that 
visit. She trains local workers to assemble, distribute, maintain 
solar cookers and teach families how to maintain and cook 
with them. She does Bible studies with seekers and believers, 
produces and distributes Bible materials.

Praises:
 • That Gordon left peacefully, without pain, and was buried in 

the country he loved to serve.

 • That the Lord walked with us the last 15 months, providing 
just what we needed at every turn.

 • For the many who are able to stay in the country and con-
tinue their work.

Prayer Requests:
 • That God will confi rm Grace’s return mid-February to con-

tinue projects and solar work.

 • For guidance for the SERVE team to know if and when they 
can return.

 • For the many locals also grieving Gordon’s passing and 
rethinking his life and commitment.

MISSION ONE Reaching others for Jesus Christ

Jim & Ruth Finke
Mission Board: Greater Europe 

Mission

Location: Athens, Greece

What do they do? Jim teaches at the 
Greek Bible Institute, inspiring, 
training and equipping servants 
of God, preparing them to assist in the building of the body 
of Christ in Greece and throughout the world. He is the 
director of the Alpha Program, as well as Registrar and aca-
demic advisor to students. Ruth also serves at the Institute.

“If you’ve been keeping up with the news at all, you are aware 
that there has been unrest here in Athens.

“First, be aware that the city is not in mass destruction and that 
during the day life continues normally. 

“An economic crisis exists in Athens now, in addition to the 
global economic crisis, so youths with university degrees 
have not been able to fi nd jobs equivalent to their training. 
The retirement system is being revised throughout Europe 
and the Greeks have been very angry about being expected 
to work 5-10 additional years and with reduced retirement. 
Every segment of society is under stress. As a result, when 
the youth was accidentally killed, it served as the catalyst to 
vent all the anger people were hoarding.

“Pray with us:
 • That those who know the Lord will have God’s grace to trust 

Him during this trial.

 • That Christians will hear the Spirit of God as He leads them 
to speak to others who are hurting.

 • Ask the Lord to allow His Spirit to move through this city 
and reap a harvest for His kingdom.” 

Vic & Gwen
Location: Closed Country

What do they do? Vic & Gwen provide biblical training for 
Christians serving across cultures. They serve multiple 
agencies and organizations through workshop coordination, 
coaching and mentoring. They focus on working with emerg-
ing Asian organizations and facilitators as well as supporting 
established North American partner organizations working 
in the region.

Praises:
 • Gwen has been able to balance her homework and studies 

with her other responsibilities this semester.

 • For 78 workshops held globally in 2008.

Prayer Requests:
 • For the ability to encourage and coach a new facilitator they 

will be working with in January.

 • For preparations for a bi-lingual facilitator training work-
shop in another country in April.

 • That the Lord will use them as they seek to empower others.
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7th–12th Grades

In December
Senior Ski Trip December 27–31

Hey there, class of 2008! You’ve spent up to six years in the 
youth group trenches and now comes a really cool payoff. Come 
join us for this year’s Senior ski trip to Wausau, WI. Consider par-
ticipating in the work projects to earn your way there. Information 
is available in the Backdoor. Ten Bible studies on life after high 
school are incorporated in this exciting trip. Cost: $400. 

In January
Sleepy Hollow January 11 | 5-8PM

Come for a Hangtime at Sleepy Hollow! Choose your fun: 
tube for $16 or ski for $25. Parents and/or youth leaders are 
needed to carpool and chaperone and are welcome to stay and 
ski! Meet at Sleepy Hollow at 5PM. Sign-up in the Backdoor.

Mexico Mission Trip Meeting
Sunday, January 18 | 12 - 2PM | Backdoor
Come join us for lunch and an informational meeting for those 

of you planning to go on the Mexico mission trip with TIME 
ministries. 

Nursing Home Ministry Night January 18 | 6:30-8:30PM

Let’s have a night of nursing home ministry, inspired by all 
that we did at M-Fuge last summer. We are heading to Calvin 
Community to lead them in worship, perform drama and more! 
We’ll go out for coffee after!

Senior High Lock-In Friday, January 30 | 8PM-8AM

It’s a Lock-In! Come join us for a great night of food, fun, a 
mystery, games and much more. Bring your favorite munchies or 
a 2 liter drink and we’ll be set for an awesome night. For regular 
Heirborn attendees only. Chaperones/youth parents needed for 
this event.

January
Sleepy Hollow ............................................................................................................11
Mexico Mission Trip Meeting (12pm) ................................................................18
Nursing Home Ministry Night .............................................................................18
Senior High Lock-In ................................................................................................ 30

Hangtimes
Dec 28—No Hangtime
Jan 4 – SMT Meeting
Jan 11—Sleepy Hollow (5-8pm)
Jan 18 – Nursing Home Night (6:30-7:30pm)
Jan 25 – None—Family Night

Today: 
No Hangtime tonight.

Have You?
The clock is ticking for those of you who have NOT done the 
following:

 Turned in the rest of your $$$ for the Senior Ski Trip.
Don’t miss this great event, gang! 

 Turned in your money for Acquire the Fire 

 Signed up for the Sleepy Hollow skiing/tubing Hangtime

What’s Going On?
Acquire the Fire Feb. 20-21

It’s coming to First Federated this year!!! Come hear awesome 
bands Kutless, Building 429, Everyday Sunday, and Phil Joel 
leading worship. Not to mention the amazing speakers: Joel 
Johnson, Casey Johnson and Ron Luce! Cost: $63.00. Reserve 
your tickets now! (JH, SH)

Dodge Ball Mondays | 6:30–8:00PM

Dodgeball is taking a holiday break, but will resume January 5th!

Wednesday Night Bible Study
Winter Break | December 24 & 31

Junior High Christmas Party
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Christmas Countdown
A red and green paper chain? An Advent calendar? Or maybe 

some new-fangled techno gadget? No matter how you’ve been 
counting down the days ‘til Christmas, the answer is now just 4!

Are you ready? No, we don’t mean cookies and candy made, 
tree trimmed or car gassed up to go over the river and through 
the woods to Grandma’s. We don’t even mean mountains of 
presents purchased and wrapped. We’re talking about YOU and 
your family. Are you ready to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ?

Take some time this week to remember the real Gift of 
Christmas. 

 • Read the Christmas story with your family. Read it directly 
from the Bible so the kids will know it isn’t just another 
story from a storybook. It’s in God’s Book! 
(Matt. 1:18–2:15; Luke 1:26–2:35; Isaiah 9:1–7) 

 • Have a simple birthday party for Jesus.

 • Share God’s Gift with someone else. Tell them about Jesus.

Have a joy-fi lled Christmas. We love you!

The Children’s Ministry Staff
Sherri Stuffl ebeem, Tracy Griess, 
Jeni Baugher and Mary Tesser

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

This is a great 
opportunity 
for your child 
to enhance 
their basketball 
skills during 
the basketball 
season! I met 

with Craig last week and was 
impressed with his heart for 
students and for sharing the 
good news of Jesus using a 
sports ministry platform. This 
is sure to be a quality camp 
and at an a� ordable price. 

Athletes in Action
Since 1966, Athletes in 
Action has sought to be a 
global pioneer, innovator, 
and servant leader in sports 
ministry. As a branch of 
Campus Crusade for Christ, 
AIA exists to bring Jesus 
Christ and His message 
of victory into the hearts, 
homes, and communities of 
millions around the world.

Sherri Stu�  ebeem
Director of Children’s Ministries

2008 Holiday
Basketball Camp
 for Boys and Girls in Grades 1-3 & 4-8
It’s a win-win! Campers get to have fun learning the fundamentals of basketball and 
parents get to run errands without them. Develop the confidence and skills needed to 
enhance your ability as a more effective player. Campers will be divided by age and skill 
level. Instruction provided by former Drake standout Julie Rittgers Sladek and husband 
Craig Sladek. Both have done numerous camps throughout the world.

December 29-31 | $40*
9:00AM-Noon (grades 1-3) 
1:00PM-4:00PM (grades 4-8)

Westchester Ev Free Church 
4919 Aurora Ave | Des Moines, IA 

*$5 discount available for each camper when 
registering with a sibling or with four other campers! 
Scholarships available through application.

How to Register
Visit the Children’s Ministry Registration 
Station or Children’s Ministry office for 
registration form.

Financial Report 
Attendance 12/14/08
8:00AM ......................................... 245
10:45AM ....................................... 724
Budgeted Missions:
Year to Date: 9/1/08–present
Need ..................................... $81,347
O� ering ................................$73,504
Shortage ............................... ($8,170)
Mortgage
Current Balance .................. $205,628
Next Payment December 26

General Fund O� ering
Last Week
Weekly Need ........................ $34,419
O� ering ................................$40,964
Overage ..................................$6,545
Year to Date: 9/1/08–present 
Need ................................... $516,285
O� ering ..............................$489,236
Shortage ............................. ($27,049)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Night Meal
Fellowship Hall | 5-6:15PM

Children (age 2-12) $2 | Adults $3 | Family $10
Make reservations on the Care & Communication Card or call the 
church o�  ce before noon on Mondays.
Dec 24 & 31: No Wednesday Night Meal

2009 Vision for Ministry
Sunday, January 11
9:15am Groups for all ages
10:45am Combined Worship | Auditorium
(Nursery, Preschool, KZ Church)

December
No Regular Wednesday Night Activities (Christmas Break) ................................ 24
Christmas Eve Services (Franklin Hall | 6PM & 9PM) ...................................................... 24
Building Closed (Christmas) ....................................................................................... 25
Regular 9:15 Sunday Activities Resume .......................................................... 28
Combined Year-end Worship Service (Auditorium | Combined Service 10:45AM) ...... 28
No Regular Wednesday Night Activities (Christmas Break) .................................31

January
Building Closed (New Year’s) .........................................................................................1
Combined 2009 Kick O�  Worship Service (Auditorium | Combined Service 10:45AM) .........4
Women in the Word Resumes ...............................................................................6
Regular Wednesday Night Activities Resume .................................................7
Combined 2009 Vision for Ministry (Auditorium | Combined Service 10:45AM) ................... 11
Moody Chorale (Traditional & Celebration Services) ..........................................................18

February
FFC Board Elections ................................................................................................ 22

March
Daylight Savings Time Begins ...............................................................................8

OTHER NEWS
Sympathy

Our sympathy is extended to those in our church family who 
have lost a loved one recently:

  Family and friends of Ann Landry who died December 9.

Christmas O� ering O�  to Strong Start
The 2008 Christmas offering is off to a strong start with 

$7,107 received last week. Remember that 10% of this year’s 
offering goes to support the ministry of Twin Lakes Christian 
Center in Manson, Iowa under the leadership of Scott and Jane 
Larsen. The remainder will help ensure we are debt free by next 
August. Your gift toward helping FFC become debt free and 
strengthening a growing area camp ministry is greatly appreci-
ated. Debt Reduction contributions will still be welcome after the 
Christmas offering is completed. Simply mark the appropriate 
box on your weekly offering envelope along with your regular 
tithe to the General Fund. 

O� ering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for 2009 are available for pick-up in the 

auditorium foyer. If you do not currently use numbered enve-
lopes, please consider doing so. Please call Karen or Cindi in the 
church offi ce to request that a number be assigned to you.

Regularly attending worship? 
Looking for a deeper 
connection? 
Watch for details next week about our 
Fellowship Class elective that will show you 
how to take the next step in participating in 
the life of the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
DECEMBER 28 & JANUARY 4

9:15  Groups for all ages
10:45  Combined Worship

Auditorium | Nursery, Preschool, KZ Church


